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Our mission is to support the education, health, and welfare of each and every child at Somerset

Elementary School. As part of the Washington State PTA, we are a nonprofit membership
association bringing together the home, school, and community on behalf of our children.

We hope all of our Somerset families have had a joyful Lunar New Year and mid-winter break. This

video shows how Somerset superstars spend their mid-winter break. Enjoy!

PTSA / School Calendar - Important Dates and Events

Saturday, Feb 27th - Try Lacrosse Free Event
Saturday, Feb 27th - Free Pinewood Derby Race Outdoor Event 
Wednesday,  Mar 3rd, Mar 10th, Mar 17th & Mar 24th - Library Books Pick-up
Thursday, Mar 4th - PTSA General Member Meeting
Thursday, Mar 4th - Principal Parent Connect Meeting 10:30am
Saturday, Mar 7th - PTSA Goodwill Drive 2-5pm
Tuesday, Mar 9th - Indian Classical Music Seminar 5:30-6:30pm
Friday, Mar 19th - School Day/Make up day from January 25th
Wednesday, Mar 24th - Parenthood Development Talk 6-7pm
Wednesday, Mar 24th - March Birthday with Principals

https://mailchi.mp/8778780b57a3/weekly-somerset-superstar-enews-2020-09-886220?e=[UNIQID]
http://somersetptsa.org/Home
https://youtu.be/u9ZFq-gfKl8


Friday, Mar 26 - School Spirit Day/Sport’s Day

View PTSA Full Calendar
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PTSA Goodwill Drive 
 
Goodwill will bring a truck to Somerset Elementary School on Sunday, March 7th, from 2
– 5 pm to accept donations of used goods.

Please help us fill the truck to support our PTSA fundraising program and to help with
cleaning out your house.

You can bring almost everything to the donation drive including clothes, shoes, books,
household items, linens, small electronics, exercise equipment, rugs, bed frames, toys,
lamps, and small furniture(No bigger than a side table). As part of the E-cycle Washington
program, Goodwill collects televisions, computer monitors, desktop computers, laptops,
and other electronics that are still in working condition.

Also, we are looking for high school volunteers to help sort the donations to facilitate with
the contactless drop off. If you have a high schooler who is interested, please let me know.
We will provide Volunteer hour credit. Please sign up in the following
link https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d48acab2aa6fc1-volunteers . If you have any
question please email to somersetptsa@gmail.com   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d48acab2aa6fc1-volunteers
mailto:somersetptsa@gmail.com


Registration for Thunderbird Little League and Giving back
Limited time only!!!

 
Bellevue Thunderbird Little League is a long standing community based program that
offers softball and baseball. The league focuses on providing equal playing time for our
kids, allowing them to enjoy the sport and move around all the positions. Typically, there
are 2 games a week and locations are nearly by.

Thunderbird little league offers programs for ages 5-14. We have a great opportunity to
work with Thunderbird Little League. Click Registration Link for registration. Somerset
PTSA will receive give back from Little League for each registration from Somerset
student. 

http://www.bellevuethunderbird.com/home.php
https://www.secure-sam.com/www.bellevuethunderbird.com/sam/registration/register.php


 
Click Here for detail registration information and COVID Safety Program Points. 
More information can be found on their Website. If you any question please send questions
to:info@bellevuethunderbird.com.   

Indian Classical Music Seminar
 
The roots of Indian classical music are found in the ancient Vedic literature in Sanskrit
language (Samaveda-C1000BCE). 

The 7 notes (Saptaswaras) Sa,Ri,Ga,Ma,Pa,Da,Ni of the octave is the ancient Indian
concept about the complete dimension of musical pitch. These are also equivalent of
Do,Re,Mi,Fa,So,La,Ti. 

Indian classical music has 2 fundamental elements,  raga & tala. Raga (mode) is the
melodic structure of the notes/swaras. Tala (Rhythm) is the time cycle measure.

Out of 2 major traditions of Indian classical music, the South Indian expression is called
Carnatic, the performances of which are tend to be short composition based.

One variety of these short compositions are Nottuswarams, composed with Sanskrit lyrics
by Muthuswami Dikshitar (18th century), who is celebrated as one among the Trinity of
carnatic music. Nottuswarams are notable as an interaction between the East & the West,
being based on western sources, mostly simple melodies, like Rhymes.

https://somersetptsa.org/Doc/Fundraising/Little%20League%20Fundraising.pdf
http://www.bellevuethunderbird.com/home.php
mailto:info@bellevuethunderbird.com


Our Indian classical music seminar will be hosted by Srivalli  Garimella. Srivalli 
Garimellacompleted her undergrad in Indian classical music-carnatic music vocal, and is
currently perusing her Master degree. She also teaches music online. 

Time: Tuesday, 3/9 at 5:30 pm-6:30pm
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84351626203?
pwd=OWt4aFVkOG9Vc3hkM1YxMmdLYlpHZz09
Meeting ID: 843 5162 6203
Passcode: 387208   

Picture Day at Somerset Recap
 
Thanks to the cooperation and help of all parents, students and volunteers, our two days of
picture day went smoothly.  If you would like to order pictures, please see the Lifetouch
flyer for information. Online order from HERE using code EVTZC2T6G. 
 
For those families who did not attend our picture day, you can prepare your kids photos at
home. Please follow these requirement:

Take a headshot of your student in front of a white background.
Take the picture from the waist up.
Use lighting from the front, no backlighting.
Please add the following information when sending the picture: first name and last
name of your student, grade and teacher name.
Email your picture to the yearbook chair Ana Howard
atyearbooks.somerset@gmail.com before March 1st.    

https://somersetptsa.org/Doc/Programs/Srivalli%20Garimella.pdf
https://somersetptsa.org/Doc/Programs/Srivalli%20Garimella.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F84351626203%3Fpwd%3DOWt4aFVkOG9Vc3hkM1YxMmdLYlpHZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2cxMUDJbYz8mUOWVA4s5mI
https://somersetptsa.org/Doc/General/Somerset%20Flyer.pdf
https://my.lifetouch.com/mylifetouch/#/
mailto:yearbooks.somerset@gmail.com


Back to School Kids Mask Drive
 
Somerset families, with school buildings open to more students, students'  safety and
health are our top priorities. We ask parents to put extra masks in the backpacks of their
children in case of a replacement is needed.

In addition, we welcome families to donate kids size masks and hand sanitizer to our
school. You can drop them off at the front office during school hours. Thank you for your
help. 

SCHOOL  NEWS

Principal Parent Connect Meeting



 
Mrs. Elder and Mrs. Naish will host a Principal/Parent connect on Thursday, March 4th at
10:30 to review the health and safety protocols for 3rd to 5th grade in-person learning. A
link will be sent to all Somerset 3-5 families prior to the session.

Please email Mrs. Elder at elderc@bsd405.org with any questions.   

Jubilee Reach Donation Drive
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused untold suffering for millions of families across
America.  Right here in our own Bellevue community, many families have struggled to
make ends meet.  The financial toll of the pandemic shutdown has made securing food
and essential hygiene items increasingly difficult for many families in Bellevue.  As a result,
more families face food insecurity and a lack of needed household items each day. We can
make a difference here at Somerset.  All through the month of March (March 3rd- 30th),
the Somerset Student Council will sponsor a drive to collect donations of groceries and
hygiene items to help Jubilee REACH assist Bellevue families in need.  Please consider
donating the following items to help needy families in our community. 

Baby wipes 
Diapers, size newborn & size 1 to 6
Paper Towels
Cooking oil (large size only)
Bulk rice
Bulk pinto beans
Quart size zip-lock bags & Gallon size zip-lock bags
Laundry soap, pods
Dish soap
Cat food & Cat litter
Dog food

You can bring your donation in to the Somerset office during school hours on
Wednesday or Friday.  You can also drop donations from 9:30 – 11:00 or 1:30 – 3:00
on Monday, Tuesday, or Thursday. Thank you so much for your support!   

mailto:elderc@bsd405.org


BELLEVUE SCHOOL DISTRICT  NEWS

Back to Buildings Update
 
The Bellevue School District is currently
in: STAGE 3 REMOTE/EARLY LEARNER
IN-PERSON
 
Bellevue School District has welcomed all
k-2 in-person learners back to school and
continued to serve our virtual learners. 

We expect that as soon as next week,
school safety teams will review next
recommendations for broadly bringing
back grades 3, 4 and 5 beginning as early
as March 15.
 
As of February 25, there are 99 positive
COVID-19 cases per 100,000 people in
King County in the past 14 days. 

We have a Family Resource Guide
(PDF)for families with students returning
to buildings. 
 

2021-2022 BSD Enrollment Information
 
New Student Enrollment
BSD will begin new student enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year on March 1 and will
enroll new students through the spring and summer. If you have a student who will be new
to the district, please visit our enrollment webpage after March 1. 
For more information about kindergarten, please visit our kindergarten webpage.

Change of Addresses
All families are required to update the District of a new address within 5 days of moving. It
is important that the district have correct addresses for all students so that families receive
mailings from the district and in the event of an emergency. To update your address,
please download and complete a Change of Address form and send it, along with

https://bsd405.org/back-to-buildings-plan/stage-3-remote-early-learner-in-person/
https://bsd405.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b5c7e83d77c24abd24e3c6d47&id=a3145cf25c&e=05b48d5074
https://bsd405.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b5c7e83d77c24abd24e3c6d47&id=7429bb6c9f&e=05b48d5074
https://bsd405.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b5c7e83d77c24abd24e3c6d47&id=14520b5d56&e=05b48d5074
https://bsd405.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/back-to-buildings-k-2-families-guide.pdf
https://bsd405.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b5c7e83d77c24abd24e3c6d47&id=b1d5d881b6&e=05b48d5074
https://bsd405.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b5c7e83d77c24abd24e3c6d47&id=3e3405e0b7&e=05b48d5074
https://bsd405.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b5c7e83d77c24abd24e3c6d47&id=c10fda211c&e=05b48d5074


residency documents, to SPResidency@bsd405.org.  

For students currently enrolled in a BSD school, they will be automatically enrolled in the
next grade level and no action is needed.   

Family Engagement Survey

The Bellevue School District is conducting a survey on family engagement in order to
strengthen relationships between schools and families. 

The survey opened on February 23, 2021. Families will receive an email and a unique
survey link for each school where they have a student enrolled, which means they may
receive multiple surveys. The survey is available in multiple languages. To ensure your
participation there are only twelve (12) brief questions on the survey. please visit
our frequently asked questions page for your questions. 

COMMUNITY  NEWS

Afterschool Elementary Debate Program 
 

Engage in Debate for 4th and 5th Graders
This program is great for students of all kinds in 4th and 5th graders who like to talk, but
also shy students seeking to communicate or gain more self-confidence; students who like
to argue, talk, research issues, challenge themselves, want to communicate better, and
show interest in bettering their community. 

Our curriculum is focus on:

mailto:SPResidency@bsd405.org
https://bsd405.org/departments/family-and-community-engagement/family-partnerships/
https://bsd405.org/departments/family-and-community-engagement/family-partnerships/frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.climbthemountain.us/programs


Express your views
Interact with other smart, interested students
Learn about important issues
Communicate better
Build for your future

More Information and Register by March 4 for our April-May Debate Session (beginning
March 1) at: https://www.climbthemountain.us/programs   

Book Talks for kids
 
Free Library online event series for kids. Join Children's librarians from King County to
celebrate books! Talk about your favorite books and do fun activities. Leave with a screen-
free activity to do after the session. Registration is required. Please use this Link to  sign
up. 

March 4: Gross, Grosser and Grossest
March 11: Pi Day-STEM Books to Feed Your Brain
March 18: Resilient and Resourceful During Wartime
March 25: The Verse is Yet to Come   

Looking For Tutoring Support

https://www.climbthemountain.us/programs
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/search/q=book%20chats%20for%20kids&fq=audiences:(5654e87875eef9cd2700000f)
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/search/q=book%20chats%20for%20kids&fq=audiences:(5654e87875eef9cd2700000f)


 
Mission InspirEd, a student-run nonprofit,
is offering FREE TUTORING for students!
Work with vetted high school tutors on
topics including Math, English, and
Science.

Our program is free, personalized, and
flexible for you. Learn more & sign up
atmissioninspired.org/tutoring.  

Where to Find Food Banks
 
Jubilee REACH “Groceries for Families”: adding new families to the wait list. 

In-person registration (must be masked) on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday at
3:15pm.
Please go at 3:15pm, no earlier or later. They cannot take early registrations nor can
they stay for latecomers.
Registering families will receive food that day and each week (once in the program). 
When possible, Jubilee REACH will move families from the waitlist to the program.

BSD Family Connections Centers  open 5-days a week for free food and personal hygiene
items.

https://www.missioninspired.org/
http://missioninspired.org/tutoring
https://www.jubileereach.org/
https://bsd405.org/departments/family-and-community-engagement/family-connections-centers/


Lake Hills Elementary Family Connection Center will be closed during mid-winter
break
Stevenson Elementary:  Feb 16th - Feb 19th 12pm – 5pm
BSD the Grab & Go and Pre-order meal programs will also be closed during mid-
winter break. Meal service will resume on Monday, February 22.

Hopelink Food Bank 14812 Main St., Bellevue

Tuesdays 12pm-4pm, Wednesdays 3pm-7pm &Thursdays 10am-2pm 
 No appointment needed

Hopelink Mobile Market 

At Lake Hills Elementary every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month from 4:30-
5:30pm.  
February dates: February 10th and February 24th

Renewal Food Bank 15022 Bel-Red Road, Bellevue 98007

close on Monday 2/15
open Tuesday 4pm-6:30pm and Wednesday:10am-1pm

United Way of King County

Weekly delivery service to King County residents who cannot physically go to a local
food bank due to being infected by COVID.
Add yourself to the waitlist through fooddelivery@uwkc.org  or  (253) 237-2019.  
Visit https://www.uwkc.org/need-help/covid-19-resources/ for other resources are
available.

Please contact Shannon Gregory at gregorys@bsd405.org with any questions or
concerns.  

Open Registration for
Newport Lacrosse

 
Calling all interested students in K-8th
grade. Newport Lacrosse is currently
registering players for the 2021
season. No experience required. Youth
practices (grades K-8th) start on January
25, 2021 with games starting on March
20, 2021. Registration remains open
until March 20, 2021. Come join us.
Registration information can be found

https://www.hopelink.org/location/bellevue-food-bank-and-emergency-services
https://www.hopelink.org/mobile-market
https://www.renewalfoodbank.com/
https://www.uwkc.org/need-help/covid-19-resources/
mailto:fooddelivery@uwkc.org
https://www.uwkc.org/need-help/covid-19-resources/
mailto:gregorys@bsd405.org


at newportlacrosse.com or contact Dave
Spanier
at boardpres@newportlacrosse.com for
additional information.   

Bloodworks NW's Blood Drive - May 22nd to June 6th
 
Did you know 1,000 donors are needed a day? Please consider donating. Donated blood
is shipped to and used in Seattle area hospitals within 48 hours. Your gift makes a
difference.  

http://newportlacrosse.com/
mailto:boardpres@newportlacrosse.com


WSPTA & National PTA  NEWS

WSPTA Student Programs
 

WSPTA Essay Contest
This statewide essay contest explores the
important and varied influencers in the
lives and education of children – from the
children’s perspective. Every day children
are exposed to a variety of people and
each one has an opportunity to influence
the path a child decides to take. Whether
it is someone that sparks an interest in a
new topic, helps them work through a
problem, shapes the kind of person they
want to become by modeling behavior,
simply listens to them, or any number of
other actions, this is the platform for
students to share their appreciation. The
application deadline is March 1 each
year. For contest guidelines, divisions,
and submissions please visit
theirwebsite.  

 

Participate in this week's Action Alert (Addressing Firearm Safety Measures to
Increase Public Safety) - it's not too late.
2021 Focus on Advocacy - February 22 Report blog post.
The issue handouts can be found on the Advocacy webpage. These are great to use
when speaking with your legislators, school board members, etc.
Short education videos on the issues are also being created and can be found in
the Advocacy 2021 Session YouTube playlist and under the specific issue
dropdowns on the Advocacy page.
Check out the Focus on Advocacy webpage for special resources available for your
advocacy efforts, including a new infographic encapsulating the WSPTA legislative

https://www.wastatepta.org/events-programs/pta-essay-contest/
https://www.wastatepta.org/events-programs/pta-essay-contest/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001F1Ln8orKRL9S5JJawowB28ZKR64rLirituHJSqzVNOeRraXvEBAq51CZ-AFQ942UBO_vF0ehG0522z_SWbZnVhN2m5uOmUAT69PvxlCttB8muU1zu_ys7E28mBUTrU0k9HDr3Ne_5OcPhelTXHGVuZEKiANvZVcbP0On7gIZ0YK2I6Hr24A5hOY8KgiySxSQlNW8a52A2LfORFVnSYBgDpzAy1ryzSnGrn0PGZKywz4bvZu746SotBFOGUw9cAyU&c=U8uQV5d4_CuCu7TWo-cSobUIZ01OwmHhxHH5Mmo1IimAMgQWnCeQNA==&ch=tz2BZbV4QjrJAyVYB0MqPx1_AGZWjybZC5YBmF-BDXAL1ck0bZzptg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001F1Ln8orKRL9S5JJawowB28ZKR64rLirituHJSqzVNOeRraXvEBAq52eRPw3QsN4wNFfoVFuRezSEYowxKPHqmywLsI0PyGxVq0lnAa9U8UK-SmcLF5-EFDOurfSImWRBjMCGlwyu1VlUlXwnp44TrgsoMP_t1t-p3L95y86vqnZfaYlYixbzaR56qjD2doUg-PrUC-nL466MQa3uYE5iSw==&c=U8uQV5d4_CuCu7TWo-cSobUIZ01OwmHhxHH5Mmo1IimAMgQWnCeQNA==&ch=tz2BZbV4QjrJAyVYB0MqPx1_AGZWjybZC5YBmF-BDXAL1ck0bZzptg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001F1Ln8orKRL9S5JJawowB28ZKR64rLirituHJSqzVNOeRraXvEBAq5zejxwqqim6wTB6gRJ_MsWuqaEnkbwf7SU8XX72i24C-3sQTdxW0dKS1IJTXTme886vkcgQWwzVrJkesRKQU0kQajcpH4TpyGyJaeiALqPskSYLYz_QUcyzBB1oQiDDvuQ==&c=U8uQV5d4_CuCu7TWo-cSobUIZ01OwmHhxHH5Mmo1IimAMgQWnCeQNA==&ch=tz2BZbV4QjrJAyVYB0MqPx1_AGZWjybZC5YBmF-BDXAL1ck0bZzptg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001F1Ln8orKRL9S5JJawowB28ZKR64rLirituHJSqzVNOeRraXvEBAq53ti3S_uune_CoJm_wOpqI9W90KubJKf5SYvp2oY4OU6_P3zp7QPpbdn_cW_YcRPGvej91Ifva-yVwjtVEmRVitARTvYy9s0Yw7w5ePboivU1sh5GqqTsPm8H2v4YLthg-Jvya7zXHDOQGxycYGhywVErpYhJCRCeQ==&c=U8uQV5d4_CuCu7TWo-cSobUIZ01OwmHhxHH5Mmo1IimAMgQWnCeQNA==&ch=tz2BZbV4QjrJAyVYB0MqPx1_AGZWjybZC5YBmF-BDXAL1ck0bZzptg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001F1Ln8orKRL9S5JJawowB28ZKR64rLirituHJSqzVNOeRraXvEBAq58RpW0_OvbXDrfz7PfpdmrrUj-5TfDRRPxNVo2MIlQJo4S0Mhht4ryACwamZQfYRjQGBLDCsU8TMhhqtWGF5KqU6M_qVantquufshYQm_Fzya__bEM_0pD5LJgxqFTfREq0uj2Cj5Nf5UEqs2oEZJyY=&c=U8uQV5d4_CuCu7TWo-cSobUIZ01OwmHhxHH5Mmo1IimAMgQWnCeQNA==&ch=tz2BZbV4QjrJAyVYB0MqPx1_AGZWjybZC5YBmF-BDXAL1ck0bZzptg==


priorities into one terrific visual.
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Shop at Amazon log in HERE and
select ‘Somerset Elementary PTSA’
and Amazon Smile donates to
Somerset PTSA. Or
click https://smile.amazon.com for your
purchase. 
Or install the Amazon app onto your
phone. In the main menu of app(=), find
'Settings'. tap on 'Amazon Smile' and
follow the instructions to turn on
Amazon Smile
The AmazonSmile Foundation will
donate 0.5% of the purchase price from
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases
to our PTSA. Thank you very much for
supporting our school and PTSA.  
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